
I had the absolute privilege of taking all of Di's classes at BATB in 2009.  She is 

one of the best.  I learned so many clever and new silk ribbon techniques that I 

could add to my embroidery. 

She is well prepared, extremely helpful, very kind and very encouraging.  She 

is an extraordinary artist that is willing to share her talents in the embroidery 

world.  You couldn't help but love her and her classes.  I can't wait to join her 

in assisting her in her classes at BATB 2014! 

KAREN FRASER, CALIFORNIA, USA 
 
 
 
 
 

I was lucky to have attended several of Di`s classes. And I must confess: each 

of them is ALWAYS a holiday. She is a very talented teacher and a very 

creative person. Classes are well-prepared, thought over in every tiny detail, 

so you have nothing to do but just enjoy embroidering and follow your 

inspiration. And the hand-dyed silk ribbon by Di van Niekerk is a real treasure: 

being so reach in colour they inspire by their very shades. It is a great pleasure 

to work using them! 

During the classes Di abundantly shares her ideas in the field of embroidery. 

They are all great and sssooo creative. Therefore after the classes finishes, you 

fill like flying in the sky of creativity and nothing seems to be limiting you. I 

think it is the most precious result of learning to give you a push for future 

creations, not only to master what is being taught. And Di`s classes provide it! 

Above all Di herself is a very pleasant person. Everybody who meets her 

enjoys talking to her very much! Besides, her passion for flowers and 3D 

embroidery is just incredible! For me it was a real miracle to watch her 

presenting her tips and techniques of ribbon embroidery. Her face seems to 

radiate beaming at that moment, and this great involving in creating beauty 

feels hearts of all her students. 

Thank you very much, dear Di for the unforgettable treasure moments you 

kindly offered to all of us! They are both very helpful and very inspiring. 

Forever! 

 

TATIANA POPOVA, KIEV, UKRAINE 

 

 



OF COURSE, I KNEW DI'S BOOKS AND I DO APPRECIATED HER WORK; SO , WHEN I SAW 

SHE WAS GIVING A CLASS IN PARIS, I WAS SO PLEASED THAT I THINK I WAS THE FIRST TO 

BOOK  A PLACE  

SOMETIMES, WHEN EXPECTING SO MUCH, YOU ARE A LITTLE DISAPPOINTED BUT WITH 

DI THE REALITY WAS AS THE DREAM!! 

FIRST, WHEN WE ARRIVED, WE FOUND OUR KIT PACKED WITH A WONDERFUL PAPER LIKE 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT!! IT WAS ALREADY A PLEASURE FOR THE EYES  

DI IS A "SUNNY" LADY, SHE IS ALWAYS SMILING, ALWAYS LISTENING TO EVERYBODY, 

ALWAYS EXPLAINING CLEARLY WHAT TO DO AND IT WAS, REALLY, NOT SO EASY, 

BECAUSE OF THE LANGUAGE AS ONLY A FEW PEOPLE WAS SPEAKING ENGLISH.  

IN SPITE OF THIS DIFFICULTY, I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO EMBROIDER THE WONDERFUL 

FLOWERS AND IT WAS THE FIRST TIME FOR ME TO EMBROIDER 3-D AND TO DO THIS 

SORT OF WORK MIXING EMBROIDERY AND STUMPWORK 

IN FACT I HAVE 2 LEFT HANDS BUT WITH THE HELP OF DI AND WITH HER COMPETENCE AS 

A TEACHER AND OF COURSE AS AN EMBROIDER (BUT WHO CAN IGNORE HER 

TALENT???)I HAVE BEEN VERY PLEASED WITH MY WORK  

I JUST WANT TO SAY THAT DI IS A GENEROUS PERSON, GENEROUS WITH HER TIPS AND 

TEACHINGS AND GENEROUS WITH THE CONTENT OF THE KITS: THREADS, RIBBONS, 

NEEDLES , CD, PENCIL AND SO ON 

I SPENT A WONDERFUL MOMENT, LEARNING A LOT AND SO PLEASED TO MEET SUCH A 

LOVELY TEACHER!! 

UNFORTUNATELY IT WAS TOO SHORT  

I JUST SAY THANK YOU DI AND I HOPE YOU WILL COME AGAIN IN PARIS, IF YOU DO, I 

BOOK MY PLACE 

 FRANÇOISE GAD FROM ÎLE-DE-FRANCE, FRANCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



En 2009, suite à une parution dans la revue "Inspirations", je me suis inscrite à 

BATB, à Adelaïde, Australie. Cette rencontre organisée par Country Bumpkin 

m'intéressait au plus haut point étant donné la liste des professeurs et les 

projets proposés. J'ai choisi 3 ateliers. Mes 2 premiers choix m'ont été 

accordés et pour le troisième, mon choix no 2: la broderie au ruban par Di Van 

Niekerk. Je connaissais déjà le "Stumpwok" et le Smocking", mes 2 premiers 

choix, mais rien à la broderie au ruban. 

Lorsque j'ai rencontré Di, j'ai tout de suite été conquise par le 

professionnalisme de cette personne et sa façon de transmettre ses 

connaissances. Il y avait entre nous deux, la barrière de la langue; elle est 

anglophone et je suis francophone comprenant très peu l'anglais. Je lui ai 

signalé cette lacune avant mon départ et elle a apporté spécialement pour 

moi, un volume en français. Le contact entre nous deux fut très chaleureux. 

Lorsque je suis repartie d'Adélaïde, j'avais la tête pleine de projets et la valise 

pleine de "kits". 

A mon retour à Québec, Canada, j'ai continué à broder au ruban et j'ai 

transmis les connaissances que j'avais acquises à mes amies brodeuses. Elles 

sont devenues adeptes de cette broderie et elles ont, à leur tour, acheté des 

kits de broderie. 

En 2010, j'ai voulu parfaire mes connaissances et je suis allée à Cape Town où 

 j'ai rencontré Di. Elle m'a montré de nouvelles techniques, surtout celles 

utilisées dans le volume "Roses".  Je suis restée "bouche bée" devant cette 

oeuvre que j'ai brodée par la suite et dont je suis très fière. Ma dernière 

oeuvre complétée est "Children fishing". Le tableau "Juliette dans les 

nastutiums" apparaît sur sa page Facebook. D'autres sont en voie d'être 

complétées. 

J'aimerais retourner à BATB mais la distance qui nous sépare de l'Australie est 

énorme. Je suis abonnée à Inspirations depuis des années et j'ai toujours hâte 

à la nouvelle parution. 

Je souhaite à Di beaucoup de nouvelles élèves qui auront la même chance que 

moi de connaître la broderie au ruban, d'en apprécier toutes les subtilités et 

de profiter de sa générosité dans le partage de ses connaissances. 

Merci pour tout 

  
GILBERTE BEAUDIN, QUÉBEC, CANADA 
 

 



TRANSLATED BY GOOGLE: 

In 2009, following a publication in the journal "Inspirations" I enrolled at 

BATB in Adelaide, Australia. This meeting organized by Country Bumpkin 

interested me at the highest point since the list of teachers and proposed 

projects. I chose 3 workshops. My first two choices were given to me and for 

the third, my choice 2: The ribbon embroidery by Di Van Niekerk. I already 

knew the "Stumpwork" and Smocking, "my first 2 choices, but nothing of the 

ribbon embroidery. 

When I met Di, I was immediately conquered by the professionalism of the 

person and her way of conveying her knowledge. There were two of us, the 

language barrier; it is English and I am speaking very little English. I pointed 

out that gap before I left and she made especially for me, a volume in French. 

The contact between us was very friendly. 

When I left Adelaide, my head was full of plans and suitcase full of "kits". 

On my return to Quebec, Canada, I continued to stitch the ribbon and have 

passed the knowledge I had acquired my friends embroiderers. They have 

become followers of this embroidery and they, in turn, purchased embroidery 

kits. 

In 2010, I wanted to improve my knowledge and I went to Cape Town where I 

met Di. She showed me new techniques, especially those used in the volume 

"Roses". I stayed "speechless" to this work that I embroidered on and I am 

very proud. My latest work is completed "Children fishing". The painting 

"Juliet in nasturtiums" appears on her Facebook page. Others are being 

completed. 

I would go to BATB but the distance that separates us from Australia is huge. I 

subscribe to Inspirations for years and I always look forward to the new 

release. 

I wish Di many new students who have the same luck as I know the ribbon 

embroidery, to appreciate the subtleties and enjoy her generosity in sharing 

her knowledge. 

Thank you for all 

GILBERTE BEAUDIN FROM QUEBEC, CANADA 
 

 


